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Reverend Brethren, 


from in to the See of VORVI CH, 
I was very ſenlible, as of the Honour, ſo of 
the great Difficulties, that attended the Epiſ- 
copal Charge; and not leſs conſcious of my on diſpro- 
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H EN his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed, by 
an accumulation of his royal Favours, to pro- 
mote me, upon the Death of my Predeceſſor, 
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paortionate Merit, and Abilities. But when I reflected, 
that this Advancement was not the Effect of any Applica- _ 


tion either directly, or indirectly on my Part; that IT had 
neither privately ſollicited, or fo much as ſecretly wiſh'd 
it, I was willing to conſider the Event not ſo much 
the Will of Man, as the Deſignation of Providence, and 

that, if I was nominated to the Dignity by the firſt, T was, 
I truſted, call'd to the Charge by the latter: Under this 

agreeable Perſuaſion, I confes, with a Heart full of Gra- 
titude I accepted the Honour; I ſubmitted to the Onns; 
humbly aſſuring my ſelf, that He, who ordereth all 

Things in Heaven and Earth, and in whoſe Hands the 


loweſt Inſtrument may be made ſerviceable to the high- | 


eſt Purpoſes; that this great and wiſe Being, who had 
begun 4 good Work in me, would alſo perfect it by en- 
duing me with ſuch a Meaſure of his Spirit, as might 
enable me both to will, and do thoſe Things, which the 
arduous Nature of the Truſt repos'd in me might re- 
quire. - Bs 
N In this Confidence of the Divine Aid I entred on the 
Station; and if I can want any further Aſſiſtance towards 
the future Diſcharge of my Duty, the Hope thereof is 
founded, my Reverend Brethren, on your Benevolence, 
and hearty Concurrence with me in ſuch Meaſures, as 
may beſt promote among our People the pious and ſalu- 
tary Ends, for which Chriſt appointed the Miniſtry; and 
in the faithful and ſteady Purſuit of which alone we can 
hope either for the Bleſſing of God, or deſerve the Fa- 
vour and Protection of wiſe and good Men. 
The prevailing Spirit of Irreligion in general, the bold, 
and undiſguiſed Attempts upon our holy Faith in parti- 
cular, the Irrevefence and Contempt . that are poured on 
it's Teachers, and all Chriſtian Ordinances, and (as the 
natural 53 of ſuch Licentiouſnes) the enormous 
Growth and Luxuriancy of Vice, Profanes, and Immo- 
rality throughout all Ranks, and Degrees of Men amongit 


us, 
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us, are Facts, which cannot but be known; for the Evil 
of them is felt by every one. And, what enhances their 
Guilt, and our juſt Concern, | theſe. Things are done 
neither ſecretly, nor ſhamefacedly. This Spirit lwketh 
not in the Corners of the Streets; but with an Air of 
Confidence, which Impunity has inſpired, uſurps the 
Seat of Wiſdom.' be crieth in the chief Places of Con- 
courſe, in the Opening of the Gates, and in the City ſhe ut- 
zereth her Words. Now as all Men have Reaſon to be 
alarmed at the Prevalence of ſuch Notions, at the break- 

ing in of ſuch a Flood of Ungodlines, that ſpreads 
ſuch wide Ruin and Miſchief; {ſo they. more particularly 
ſhould be upon their Guard, who have the Honour to 


= appointed the Watchmen of the City of God, and the 


Shepherds of the Flock of Chriſt. Give me Leave there» 
fore. to improve this firſt er, of meeting you, 

. ee in Mind of ſome of thoſe general O- 
ligations you lie under as Clergymen; and more eſpe- 
cially, as the Miniſters of this pure, reformed, eſta- 
bliſhed Church; andi to offer ſome Advices: with Regard 
to your Conduct in the Diſcharge of your Miniſtry; 
which the Temper, and Diſpoſition of the Age we live 
in, may ſeem in a particular Manner to requiree. 
In Order then to keep up à laſting lively Remembrance 
of the Nature and Deſign of your Inſtitution, and the 
ſolemn Engagements ye bound your Souls in, When ye 
entred into Orders, and took upon you the ſacred Cha- 
racer; I would adviſe every one „ to read, and 
peruſe the Office of Ordination; and, if poſſible, witn 
the ſame ſerious Frame, and Diſpoſition of Mind, with 
that Sincerity, and holy Ardour of Heart, as, *tis to be 
hoped, he anſwered his Biſhop, when he was ſeparated 
Jon the Work of the Miniſtry by the Impoſition of Hands, 
and Prayer.” This frequent Recourſe to the Form of Ini- 
tiation, and-ferious Review of the ſolemn Manner, in 
Which he entred upon, and engaged in the Miniſtry, I 
Ot N | perſuade 
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and Inclination; 
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perluade my ſelf could not fail properly to influence, 
and affect the Heart of every one. It would naturally 
put him upon comparing his Performances with his Pro- 
miſes, examining his Life and Actions, his Service and La- 
bours in the Miniſtry by that Rule, and Plan there laid 
down; and conſidering himſelf as bound by all the Ties 
of Truth, and Honour, as well as of Religion, to walk 
and conduct himſelf according to them; His Promiſes of 
Faithfulneſs, and Diligence in the Duties of his Functiofl, 
he would find from that Moment ſo entirely out of his 
Power, that he could not recall them; that they were 
ſolemn Stipulations on his Part, whereby the Church, 
and People, Where he ſhould be appointed to ſerve, ac- 


. 2 a Right to thoſe Performances; and that, if he 


ould: forget or neglect in part, or in the whole, his 
Obligations, (however indelible his Character, as a Cler- 
gyman, might be,) he would forfeit by ſuch a Conduct 


that of an honeſt and ſincere Man. For the Anſwers, 


and Reſolutions made at that Time, are juſtly preſum'd 
to come from 11 Heart, to be the Effect of Choice, 

you declare, that, Jon truſt, hon are 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, that you think in your. Hearts, 
Je are truly. called according to the Will of our Lord Fefus 
Chriſt ; that is, that in the Determination of your ſelves 


to the Miniſtry, preferably to any other Vocation, {tho? 


the Mind of Man is ſubject to much ſelf Deceit, and 


through the mixed Motives it is prone to be guided by, 


the Intention of the Heart, may be {o blended, that tis 
difficult ſome times to judge Sf it's Singlenes and Sim- _ 
plicity; yet that in this Affair) you think your ſelves in- ; 
fluenced by pure and holy Deſires to promote the Glo- 

ry of God, by ſpreading the Knowledge of true Reli- 
gion and Virtue amongſt Men, according to our bleſſed © 
Saviour's Command and Example, in Oppoſition, and 
Contradiſt inction to thoſe lucrative and d ee 
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which uſually determine the Children of this World in the 


Choice of their ſeveral Arts and Profeſſionss. 
No as theſe: ſolemn Declarations on your Part are ſup- 


pog'd, as I ſaid, to be the Language and Expreſſions of 


your Heart; ſo the Form that requires them, and the 
whole Action naturally fuggeſt to you the Wiſdom and 
Authority on which the Miniſtry is founded, and the great 


End, Beneficence and Excellency of the Appointment. The 


Enemies of our holy Faith are ſo ſenfible of the Truth of 
_ theſe great Points, from the great Advantage the World and 


the Chriſtian Cauſe daily receive from the Inſtitution, that 


among the various Attacks they have made, and are ſtill 
making upon our Religion, they always artfully endea- 
vour to ſap, - and, undermine. it, by repreſenting the Sa- 
cerdotium as an Uſurpation upon the common Rights of 
Chriſtians, and the national Eſtabliſnhment, and public 


Maintenance of a Clergy, as unneceſſary Burdens, mere 


Impoſitions on the People, who, they ſay, neither need 


Inſtruction or Aſſiſtance in religious Matter from others. 


* Thus a late Author (not long ſince departed to fhe 
Land, wheve the Wicked hope all Things will be for- 
gotten) notwithſtanding the concurring Evidences for a 


ſelect Goſpel-Miniſtry, notwithſtanding the Reaſon | of 


the Thing it ſelf, the expres Declaration of Seripture, 
the Authority of our Saviour, the Practiſe of the Apo- 


ſtles, and the continued Cuſtom oß the whole Church of 
God to this Day in this Matter; notwithſtanding this 
Cloud of Mitneſſes all bearing Teſtimony in our Favour, 


<=S late Auth r, I ſay, has not bluſhed to declare. in plain 
* Engliſh: to this Effect: Inter Chriſtianos, omnes pariter ha- 


bendi ſunt Sacerdotes. He adds his Reaſon: Sola enim 


Sacrificia Chriſtiane Religionis ſunt Orationes, Laudes, et Gra- 


tiarum Actiones, quas mi cetu Chriſtiano pro ſe offert unuſ- 


guijque.. 
see Rights of the Chriſtian Church. 
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Nor have they ſtopp'd here. From Sophiſtry and pre- 
carious Reaſoning, whereby they endeavour to over- 


turn the Order it ſelf, they have had Recourſe to the 


weakeſt, and worſt of all Arguments, to railing Accu. 


fation, and downright Slander of the Men of it; and re- 


preſented the Clergy, even the Clergy of this Proteſtant 
Reformed” Church, as corrupt and deceitful Handlers of 


_ the Word of God; Confederates to enſlave the Reaſon, 
and Conſeiences of Mankind; to impoſe on their Weak- 


nes and Prones to Superſtition, the better to enrich 


and aggrandize themſelves. — 1 8 
And, as if all this was too little Injury, they have 


endeavour'd to alarm, and infuſe ſealouſies into the Ci- 


vil Powers, by inconſiſtently deſcribing us, as a Set of 
Men, dangerous to Government, the Friends of Faction, 


and Diſturbers of the People. And whence all this 
groſs Miſrepreſentation? this Load of Calumny? Do 


they proceed from a true Love, from a wiſe Sollicitude for 
the real Intereſts, the Liberties, the Welfare of Mankind? 


Let that be judged by the Schemes they would intro- 


duce, and found on our Ruin; or ſuch as mult ſoon be 


the natural Conſequences of their unhappy Succeſs. 
Schemes, which, if they eſtabliſh, not only We, but Man- 


kind are undone! Schemes io remove Foundations, $0 ſhut 


| God, ahd his Providence, out of the "World," to dif- 


appoint the Influences, and take off the Reſtraints of 


Door to Confuſſon, und every evil Work! Schemes, which 


inſtead of ſhedding Light into the Mind of Man if the 
moſt neceſſary ' and important Points of Knowledge, 


3 
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would involve him in inextricable Mazes' of Darkneſs, 
and Diſtruſt, Fear and Perplexi ba Schemes to extinguiſh 
the natural Longing, the joyful Preſages of the Mind 
after Immortality, and to plant in the Room thereof, the 
dark and fruitles ew. of Annihilation! In a Word, 
ſuch unmanly, and diſh 


onourable Schemes, that, m_ 
. the 
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the Chriſtian Prieſthood be ſuppoſed to be inſtituted but 
for one of ſuch baſe and low Purpoſes, every honeſt 
Man would then do well to be angry, and with juſt 
Indignation to join in the Cry of, Away with ſuch Fel- 
lows from the Earth, tis not fit they ſhould live. 
And now, my Reverend Brethren, what ſhall we re- 
turn to all this ill Will? Shall we render Evil for Evil, 


a4 nd Railing for Railing * That Spirit be far from us! The 
Diſciple is not above his Maſter, nor the Servant above his 


Lord. Our Cauſe does not want ſuch Weapons of De- 


fenſe; or, if it did, we ſhould without Doubt be worſt- 


ed in the Uſe of them. Truth and Virtue are impreg- 


nable Forts: by keeping within them, we ſhall moſt 


effectually repel theſe Darts of the Enemy. | 


To the Objections to the Order it ſelf, we oppoſe Rea - 


ſon, Scripture, Cuſtom, and Antiquity. Thoſe againſt 
dur Perſons we will (let us I beſeech you) filence by ſhew- 
ing great Integrity and Faithfulneſs in the Diſeharge of 
our Miniftry; which, as it was inſtituted for the Good 
of the People, ſo let it appear that we think our ſelves 


the Miniſters of God to them for Good, by ſincerely, ſolely, 
and uniformly intending that Good in- every Inftance of 


dur. paſtoral Care of, and Intercourſe with them. You 
will, for inſtance, filence (or at leaſt defeat the Deſign 
of) the Clamour of your Luſt of Power and Dominion 


over the Faith and Conſciences of Men, of Ambition, 


and Pride, if in your publick Diſcourſes, and private 
Converſations, ye honeſtly keep within the Bounds of 
your Commiſſion; lay Claim to no Powers not delegat- 
ed to you by the Word of God; nor ſeem fo much 
pleaſed with any Authority, as with that which natural- 


Iy attends Truth and Goodnes, Perſuaſion, and ſuperior 


Knowledge. Prejudice her ſelf will not believe, you 
mean your ſelves in all you do and teach, if you neither 
_ add-to, nor diminiſh-from the Word of God. That 


Heavenly Rule will not bend to ſerve the low Purpoſes 
h | B | „ 
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of worldly Craft or Cunning, will favour no lucrative 
or ambitious Schemes in its Teachers; and therefore ſelf- 
iſh and deſigning men muſt blend it with human Inven- 
tions; teach for Doctrines the Commandments of Men, if they 
would eftettually magnify their own worldly Power and 
Grandeur. It therefore none of theſe Arts, none of 
this human Policy appear in your Conduct; if your Do- 
ctrines are free, and pure from this Phariſaical Leaven; 
above all, if ye enforce your Precepts by your Example, 
and guide your Flocks not only by Directing, but by go- 
ing before them in the Way; theſe Devices of unreaſo- 
nable arid prejudiced men, we humbly truſt in Provi- 
dence, will come to nought. The People will not only 
hearken to you, when they find, that ye preach not your 
ſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord, and your ſelves their Ser- 
vants for his Sale; but will eſteem you alſo highly in 
Love, when they perceive, that your Hearts Deſire, like 
that of the Apoſtles, is, that Hrael may be ſaved, and 
her People reconciled unto God, To this Integrity, and 
Singlenes of Heart, in the Diſcharge of the Miniſtry, 
I perſuade my ſelf, you will be powerfully incited by 
frequently reading the Office of your Ordination. You 
Will there find, you are called to, and accept this Mi- 
“ niſtry, as according to the Will of Chriſt, ſo alſo ac- 
“ cording to the Order of the Church of England.” 
As the Word of God has been often abuſed to ill Purpoſes, 
ſo likewiſe (it muſt be confeſſed) has the ſacred Inſtitution 
of the Miniſtry; for which Reaſon, the Wiſdom of our 
Church has interpoſed to guard againſt thoſe ſuperſtitious 
and arrogant Claims, that the Church of Rome, under 
a Shew of honouring, have really deſecrated the Prieſt- 
hood by. Our Church by this Form intends to keep her 
Clergy within the Bounds of that pious and uſeful De- 
ſign, which alone ſhe preſumes to be the Will of our 
Lord Jeſus. Chriſt. This is the Part we ſeem in the eye 
of the Legiſlature to have a Right to, and in this ae 
STE ch 
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the Laws of the Realm concur in committing the Peo- 


ple to our Charge, and preſerving the Inſtitution and 
Dignity of our Office. If then we are inveſted with all 
Powers ſufficient to anſwer the Deſign and End of our 
Function, by graſping at more, as in Right, of our Ot- 
fice, we ſhould prove falſe to our Church, as it ſtands on 
the Foot of the Reformation, grow ſuſpected to the State, 
which has hitherto affectionately protected us, and ſhould 
act contrary to our Word, as well as true Intereſt. — And, 
as the ſerious peruſal of this Office will remind you of 
the Nature and Deſign of your Function, and caution 
you to keep within the Bounds, and diligently to dif- 
charge the Duties of it, and thereby furniſh you with the 
beſt Anſwer to the Cavils and Blaſphemies of Infidels, 
who disbelieve the Goſpel, and would drive us all out 
of the Chuych, that they might the more ſurely baniſh 
our Religion out of the Realm; ſo will it prove the 
| beſt Preſervative againſt thoſe that corrupt the Simpli- 
city of the Faith, by introducing and mixing ſtrange 
and erroneous Doctrines with it. And this we may fair- 
ly ſuppoſe our Church to have had in View, when ſhe _ 
ſolemnly and honeſtly puts this Queſtion to her Candi- 
dates for Holy Orders: Are you perſuaded that the Holy 
Scriptures contain ſufficiently all Doctrine required of it neceſſary 
for eternal Salvation through Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ? 
This Perſuaſion of all Things neceſſary to Salvation being 
contained in the Scriptures, is our ſtrong Fortres againſt the 
reſtles Attempts and Innovations of the Church of Rome. 
This Truth is the more neceſſary to be attended to at 
this Time, when that Church does ſo notoriouſly beſtir 
her ſelf to ſeduce our People again into her idolatrous 
_ Communion ; for *tis a Truth, which, if it can be ſupported, 
entirely deſtroys the Fabric of Popery, and quite ruins 
the Romiſb Cauſe. Her boaſted Infallibility, the Autho- 
rity of her Traditions, the celebrated Marks and Notes, 
whereby ſhe pompouſly deſcribes her Church, will proves 
__ * | wea | 
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weak Reeds to lean on, mere Hay and Stubble, being un- A 
ſupported by the Scriptures, unheard of by the Primitive 


Church, and (which clearly diſcovers whoſe Off-ſpring. 


they are) where they prevail, ereting a Kingdom, 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles never laid the Foundation 


of. . 


The Romaniſts are ſo ſenſible, that their Cauſe is not 


to be ſupported by Scripture, that they derogate from 


its Authority and Perfection in aſcertaining Matters of 


Faith; and appeal to other Lights, to another Judge, 


without whoſe Concurrence, they pretend, nothing of 
that Kind can be certainly known or determined. For 
not to mention their famous Council of Trent in this. 


Matter, a late celebrated Father of their Church in his 
Critical Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament roundly affirms, 


Unleſs we join Oral Tradition with Scripture, tis hardly poſ- 


ſible to know or determine an) Thing certainly in Religion 


whereas the Matter of Fact is quite the reverſe. Inſtead 
of Certainty, this Invention has produced nothing but 
Novelty and Uncertainty. The ill Uſe _ have made 
of this Doctrine, would be ſufficient to make us ſuſpect 

and reject it, had not this Author himſelf unwarily fur- 
niſhed us with an inſurmountable ObjeQion to its Autho- 


rity. In order to diſgrace the Jewiſh Traditions, and ſhew 


how little Credit was to be given to them, He is pleas'd to 
aſſign a Reaſon, which holds equally ſtrong againſt all Tra- 


ditions * It often happening ” ſays he, © that Men be- 


“ing the Repoſitaries, the Keepers of Traditions, they blend 


4 their own Inventions with them, and thereby render it 


& difficult to diſtinguiſh thoſe, that are true, from thoſe that 
“ are falſe.” Such a Confeſſion as this in Point, and that from 


an able Friend, would have been an irrecoverable Blow- 


to their Cauſe, had not the Spirit of Infallibility rendred* 


them invulnerable. This is a Secret not found amongſt, 


| » Chap. IO, Lib. WS 4 WS. 8 
7 nor 


nor pretended to by the 7ewiſßh Rabbies. Nor are this 

new People agreed, where this heavenly Guide is lodg'd. 
Of this only are they ſure — that he is with them, tho? all. 
the reſt of the World ſee nothing clearer, than the Vant- 
ty of this Pretence; and long Experience confirms, that 
tis no Breach of Charity to ſay, they are as fallible in 

Points of Faith, and peccable in Matters of Practiſe, as - 
any of thoſe, who pretend to no ſuch extraordinary Light. 


The Falſenes of theſe Opinions, and the Reaſonablenes 


and Neceſſity of Receiving, and cleaving to the Scrip- 
_ tures as our only Rule of Faith are learnedly demon- 
ſtrated by Chillingworth, Tillotſon, and many other Cham- 
pions of our Church, to whom I ſhall refer you; and 
only obſerve to you a ſhort Piece of Hiſtory, not foreign 
to our preſent Purpoſe. This Evil of departing from the 
Scriptures, and ſetting up other Guides, as more, or at 
leaſt equally perfect, was at laſt grown to that ſcanda- 
lous Height, that the Study of the Scriptures was generally 
laid aſide and forgot, and fabulous monkiſh Legends de- 
viſed, and read to the People inſtead of them; ſo that about 
the Time of the Reformation many of the Clergy of the 
Romiſh Communion were utterly unlearned and ignorant 
in Scripture. Many Inſtances of this Kind you will find 
collected ready to your Hands in Dr. Comber's Diſcourſe 
on the Preface to the Offices of Ordination, two of which 
only I ſhall mention. One happened, as is recorded, at 
the Diet of Ausburg about the Year 1530: where the Bi- 
ſhop. of Mentz took up a Bible, that lay on the Table, 
and asked, What Book that was which ſpoke ſo much againſt 
the Church? The other our Countryman Fox * tells of a 
Biſhop about the ſame Time, who openly. reproved a 
Prieſt for expounding the Scriptures to his People, and 
faid, He thanked God he never knew what the Old and New 
Teſtament were; not underſtanding nor wiſhing to underſtand 


Acts, and Mon. pag. 115 3. | | 
CAT FIT | more, 
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more, than his Portitory and Miſſal. The notorious Con- 
ſequence of this profound Ignorance was, Superſtition and - 
groſs Idolatry, inſtead of Piety and the true Worſhip of 
God prevailed throughout the weſtern - Church; till a 
Spirit of Learning was raiſed by Eraſmus, who about that 
Time awakened Mens Underſtanding, and brought 
them, * as an excellent Writer of our Church has ob- 
ſerved, from the Friers Divinity to a Reliſh of general 
Learning. This put Men upon ſearching the Scriptures 
in their original Tongues, which they had ſcarce heard 
of: few at that Time had ſeen, not above one Greek Te- 
ſtament, as the ſame Author obſerves, being to be found 
in all Germany, when Eraſmus printed his firſt Edition 
of it with his Notes: a Work highly acceptable to all 
pious and unprejudiced Men! who now from the Scri- 
ptures themſelves began to form in their Minds an Idea 
of the Chriſtian Religion far different from that which 
the imperious Ignorance of the Monks, as he ſays, had im- 
poſed on the World; and upon comparing it with what 
they ſaw, taught and practiſed in their Days, were aſto- 
niſhned at the amazing Difference. This, with the Spirit 


of Learning which began to appear about that Time, 


prepared the Way for the Reformation; and was, un- 
dier God, the adequate Cauſe of that great Event. 

This great Barbariſm, and Corruption in the Church 
upon their Departure from, and Neglect of the Scri- 
ptures, ſhew both the Wiſdom, and Integrity of our 
Church, in enjoining her Teachers to make the written 
Word of God the only Rule and Standard of all their 
Doctrines; and to declare, that As they are perſuaded 
“ of the Sufficiency of Scripture, ſo to inſtruct her Peo- 
« ple out of them, and-to teach nothing, as required of 
« Neceſſity to eternal Salvation, but what they are per- 
« ſuaded may be concluded, and proved thereby.” This 
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* See Dr. Stilling. Conf. concerning the Idolatry of the Church of Rome. 10 
= | s alſo 
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alſo fully juſtifies our Separation from that corrupt Come 
munion: for though the Church of Rome charge us with 
Hereſy, and look upon what we call the Reformation of 
the Church little leſs than an Apoſtaſy from it; yet we 
doubt not, all wiſe and impartial Judges ſee, at whoſe 


Door that Guilt lies. For 'tis well known, we were 


not allowed to continue Communion with her, unleſs 
we owned, thoſe Doctrines, which in the Times of Dark- 
nes, and Ignorance of the. Scriptures, ſhe had eſtabliſhed 
contrary to the Scriptures; that is, unleſs we owned 
Points to be true, which we knew to be falſe, and 
Things neceſlary to Salvation, in which we are perſuad- 
ed Salvation is either but little concerned, or greatly 
hindred by. When the Terms of Communion were 
made thus hard, thus ſinful, we had no other Option, 
than either to be partakers with them in their Sins, or 
to come out from amongſt them, to depart from the Sim- 
plicity of the Faith, or renounce the Authority of the 
Pope: and therefore when this Breach happened, our 
Church, which thought it right to obey God rather 
than Man, thought it prudent, and neceſſary alſo, to expres 
her Senſe of thoſe Doctrines, (as the Reaſon of her Se- 
paration) in the moſt authentick Manner, that they 
were ſo far from being Articles of Faith, that they 
were falſe and erroneous; © ſome of them fond Things, 
“ vainly invented, not only not warranted by, but repug- 
< nant to Scriptures.” 5 5 | > 
Our Church having thus declared to you the Rule, 
and Meaſure of Divine Truth, and engaged in the moſt 
ſolemn Manner your Obſervance of, and Conformity 
thereto in the Exerciſe of your Function, ſhe next calls 
upon you, Mith all faithful Diligence to baniſh and drive 
 .away all erroneous and ſtrange Doctriues contrary to that 
Rule. Few or none can be ignorant of the unwearied 


Dl Diligence and Addres both of Infidels and Papiſts in 


propagating their ſeveral Opinions. The firſt Endeavour 


„e enſue,” 


(616) 
to gain upon the Hearts of Men by ſetting them free 
from all Reſtraints, at leaſt in thoſe Points wherein 
Men naturally deſire to be moſt at Liberty; the other 
make Proſelytes by ſpecious Pretences of greater Sancti- 
ty, of more extenſive Love, and Zeal for the Souls of 
Men, of Safety and certain Salvation in their Church, 


and the utter impoſſibility thereof out of it. By theſe, 
and the like good Words, and fair Speeches, they de- 
cerve, (like thoſe Seducers of old, whom the Apoſtle 
mentions) the Hearts of the Simple, and in truth ſerve not 
the Lord Feſus, but their own Intereſts. Now tis the Duty 
of every Miniſter not only to mark, but o warn his 
People to avoid all ſuch, who cauſe Offences, contrary to the 
 Dottrmes they have received. For if it ſhall happen, that 
« any Member of the Church of Chriſt take any Hurt, 
« or Hindrance 5 Reaſon of his Negligence, he knows? 
(to uſe the awful Words of the Office) “ the Greatnes 


of the Fault, and alſo the horrible Puniſhment that will 
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Infidelity, *tis hoped, meets but with little Encourage- 
ment, makes but a ſlow Progres in Country Pariſhes, where 
_ Honeſty and Simplicity of Manners are natural Guards 
againſt fuch ſhocking Impieties. This Enemy ſoweth 
his Tares chiefly in Cities and populous Towns, where 
the Faſhionablenes of Vice, and the Frequency of great and 
bad Example have prepared the Soil to receive them. 


is there this Contagion rages, and deſtroyeth in the 


Noon day. But as no Infection ſpreads quicker, or is 
ſooner caught in a depraved Age, than that of wicked 
Principles, and looſe Opinions; 10 no one knows how 
ſoon this Evil may reach to the moſt retired and re- 
mote Corners of our Land, eſpecially when we confi- 
der, that Trade and Commerce open an Intercourſe with 
all Parts, and that this more deadly Peſtilence (as others 
have often been) may be conveyed through this Chan- 
nel. But however this may be; whether the Attacks of 
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thoſe, that would rob us of our holy Religion, be 
much felt in Country Pariſhes, or no; They that cor- 
rupt it; They that would ſeduce, pervert, and ſeparate 
our Flocks from us, Theſe are jurking in every Cor- 
ner, and buſy in every Village; and therefore great 
Care and Vigilance are required in Us, that are the 
Shepherds, to diſappoint their Deſigns; great Skill and 
Fortitude either to diſcover, or oppoſe theſe Invaders, 
_. whoſe Manner of attempting Us is different, whate- 
ver their Ends may be. The firit come like roarmg Li- 
ons ſeeking whom they may devour; the latter in Diſguiſe, 

like Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing. To defeat the one, we 
need only to pull off their Vizor, to uncover their 
Face, and ſhew, and expoſe them to our People; the 
other we muſt reſet fedfaſt in the Faith, oppoſe Force to 
Force; I mean the Force of Reaſon and Truth, as it is 


in Jeſus. But to be able to do this with Credit and 


Succeſs, tis neceſſary you ſhould be skilful in human 
Learning; and above all, well and throughly inſtruct- 
ed in the Scriptures, and in thoſe Points of Knowledge 
which help to clear up their Truth, and confirm their 
Divine Authority. This is the only Armour againſt 
theſe Philiſtines, and you muſt not Eſſay to go to 
meet the Enemy in this, till you have firſt proved and 
are able to muſe it. Our Church therefore, which en- 
joins her Teachers to be ready with all faithful Dili- 
gence to baniſh and drive away all erroneous and ſtrange 
Doctrines, that they may be ſufficiently enabled for 
this Part of their Duty, wiſely takes a ſolemn Aſſu- 

rance from them, © That they will be diligent in read- 
ing the Holy Scriptures, and in ſuch Studies, as help 
© to the Knowledge of the ſame, lay ing aſide the Study _ 


„4 of the World and the Fleſh. ” 


This is an age, which makes learning more particularly ne- 
ceſſary in thoſe, that are appointed to teach others. The Li- 
berty, the Fecundity of the Preſs has ſpread Know lege of all 
„„ | 5 | Kinds 
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Kinds among the People, and by making it cheap, has 
made it common. Ignorance in the Clergy muſt be a 
Thing quite out of Character, even in the darkeſt Age, 
and would be the indelible Reproach of them in this 
knowing one. The Proteſtant Cauſe is founded on a 
Spirit ' of Knowledge, Liberty, and a Right in every one 
modeſtly to judge for himfelf in Matters of Conſcience, 
and Salvation; and no Age ever ſeemed fonder of theſe 
Privileges, or carried theſe Points higher, As there- 
fore it would be wrong, ſo it would be in vam 
to attempt to eftabliſh Points in Diſpute by having Re- 
courſe to Authority, by pleading Cuſtom and Antiqui- 
ty, and taking Refuge in the Obligation to believe, as 
the Church believes. Men now expect Reaſon and Ar- 
gument. They will be talked to as wiſe Men, who have 
a Right to Hacke what you ſay, and therefore you muſt 
_ convince, it you would convert them to, or keep them 
ſtedfaſt in the Faith. Tis not enough, that you hold 
the Truth; you muſt be able alſo to prove and main- 
rain it, elſe your People, as the Prophet ſays, vill pe- 
riſh for want of Knowledge. Our Adverſaries of all Kinds 
are very ſubtle and dextrous in the Defence of their 
feveral Opinions, and it often requires great Skill in 
the Art of Reaſoning to detect their Sophiſtry, and a 
tolerable Degree of Learning, both human and divine, 
to give a proper, wiſe Solution to their ſeveral Doubts 
or Objections; and therefore you would be inexcuſable, 


if you did not prepare and furniſh your ſelves with all 


ſuch Lights and Aſſiſtances, as your Abilities of Body, 
Mind, and outward Circumſtances can acquire, or make 
you capable of receiving. There can be no certain Stan- 
dard fixed in this Matter: all Men have not the fame 
intellectual Powers, nor the ſame Helps and Opportu- 
nities of improving thoſe they have; and therefore the 
fame Degrees of, and 1 in Knowledge, cannot 
reaſonably be expected from every one; but * . 

7 TR TY) God, 
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God, and his Church, and the Governors thereof will 
expect, that you neglect not he Gift that is in you, ei- 
ther by immerling your ſelves in worldly Cares, and 
Schemes, or waſting your Time in Sloth and Inaction. 
much leſs in vain Sports, Entertainments, and (what I 
hope there can be little Occaſion to mention) low and pro- 
miſcuous Compotations. Ignorance, or want of Know- 
ledge contracted in this Way, will be entirely owing to your 
ſelves, and therefore highly guilty and immoral. What 
Diverſions are neceſſary by way of Relaxation from your 
Duty, and Studies, you your ſelves muſt be the beſt 
Judges of; but in thefe, even in the moſt innocent ones 
(and ſuch only, I perſuade my ſelf, you would chuſe) 
you will, I hope, be watchful over your ſelves, left 
ye grow too frequent in them, and your People ſhould 
thereupon ſuſpe&t you have not their Intereſt and Wel- 
fare neareſt at Heart; or that you will not be able on - 
Occafion to ſupply” their Defects and Want of Know- 
ledge, when they fee you wearing away that Time in 
Pleaſures and Diverſions, which they are forced to fill 
up in weekly, daily Work and Labour. | 5 
And now, my Reverend Brethren, while I am excit- 
ing you to great Integrity, Vigilance, and Induſtry, 
great Skill and Knowledge in your Profeſſion, you your 
ſelves know, and need not, that any one ſhould put you 
in Mind, that all theſe Qualifications, all theſe Attain- 
ments, great and excellent as they may be in themſelves, 
will lofe their happy Influence; avail little or nothing 
towards the deſired End of your Function and Labours, 
if not adorned and ſet of by an exemplary and good 
Life. This gives a Force and Energy to all your Do- 
_ Qrines, Exhortations, and Reproofs. This is to {peak lhe 
Men hawing Authority, while you refuſe not thoſe Burdens 
your ſelves, which you would bind on other Mens Shoul- 
ders. This is of all Arguments, the beſt underſtood, the 


leaſt exceptionable, and confequently the molt perſuaſive; 
n 1 C2 | and 
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and perhaps is the only one, which is equally in the 
Power of every one to uſe, to explain, to enforce; you 
may have the Gift of Prophecy, and underſtand all Myſte- 
ries, and all Knowledge; and yet in the Opinion of the 
Apoſtle himſelf, not edrfy the Church. You may be able 
to ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and Angels, and yet the 
People refuſe to hear your Voice, charm you never ſo wiſe- 
ly. But if ye live in the Spirit, ye will ſpeak too with 
a Spirit, and Wiſdom, that they will not be able to reſiſt ; 
and you will find that . happily come to paſs, which 
God ſaid to Moſes concerning the Credentials of His Miſ- 
ſion, that, though the People believe not, nor hearken: to 
the Voice of the firſt Sign, they will believe the Voice of the 
latter Sign: for, by this they will perceive God to be in 
you of a Truth. 5 os ”ꝓhn! 
Have it therefore, my Reverend Brethren, always 
deeply imprinted on your Minds, that Piety and Virtue 
are eſſential Parts of your Character; Holines unto the 
Lord the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic of every Chriſtian 
Prieſt; and therefore that a Blemiſh or Defect therein 
would be of all unworthineſſes the greateſt. It was the  _|F. 
worſt Part of the Character of the Scribes and Phariſees, | 
that they faid, and did not; and of the Philoſophers 1 
that their Lives were a flat Contradiction to their Do- 
ctrines. B 53 4 5 5 
And now having mentioned theſe great Lights of 
the Heathen World, give me Leave, in order to juſtify 
an Obſervation ſo little to their Honour, to preſent you 
with a Deſcription of thoſe Men, and their ConduR, 
in the Words of one of the greateſt of them. The Rea- 
ſons are fo obvious for giving you his Words rather 
than my own, that it cannot be neceſſary to apologize 
for the Freedom. * Quotu/quiſque Philoſophorum invenitur, 
qui fit ita moratus, ita animo ac vita conſtitutus, ut Ratio 


# Cicero, Tuſe. Dusft, Lib. 2. 


 poſtulet? 
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poſtulet? qui Diſciplinam ſuam non Oſtentationem Scieutiæ, 
ſed Legem Fitæ putet? Qui obtemperet ipſe ſibi, et decretis ſuis 
pareat? Viderelicet alios tanta levitate. et jactatione, is ut fue- 
rit non didiciſſe melius, alios pecuniæ cupidos, gloriæ non- 
nullos, multos libidinum ſervos, ut cum eorum vita mirabi- 
liter pugnet Oratio. Quod quidem mihi videtur eſſe turpiſſi- 
mum. Ut enim ſi Grammaticum ſe profeſſus quiſpiam, bar- - 
bare loquatur ; ant ſi abſurde canat is, qui ſe haberi Muſi- 
cum vult, hoc turpior ſit, quod in eo ipſo peccat, cujus profi- 
tetur ſcientiam, ſic Philoſophus in ratione vitæ peccans , Hoc 
turpior eſt quod in officio, cujus Magiſter eſſe oult, labitur, 
artemque vitae profeſſus, delinquit in via. 
I T ſhall make no Comment, but leave it to your own 
Hearts and Conſciences to weigh the Force, of the Rea- 
ſoning; after having obſerved to you, that a Conduct, that 
was unbecoming, abſurd, and out of Character in them, 
would not only be fo in us, but falſe alſo, diſhoneſt, and 
impious: for we are not only appointed to preach the 
Goſpel, the Law of Life, but have ſolemnly promiſed in 
the Preſence of God, and his People, to make both our 
ſelves and Families, as far as in us hes, wholeſome Examples 
r 7 7 3 
here is another Duty, which if I ſhould paſs by, 
you would have juſt Reaſon to blame the Omiſſion, to 
which we are all bound, not only as Clergymen, but 
more particularly, as the Miniſters of the eſtabliſhed 
Church ; the Privileges and..Rights we claim by our E- 
ſtabliſhment, the Preſervation of theſe from all Viola- 
tion, and Infringement; the repeated Declarations from 
the Throne to maintain us in the quiet, and undiſturbed 
Poſſeſſion of whatever We are entitled to by Law; the 
actual Diſappointment ; .- thoſe Schemes have met with, 
which have been lately formed to hurt us; all theſe 
loudly demand not only our quiet and peaceable Beha- 
viour under the Government, but our Hearts and Voices 
on all Occaſions to ſtrengthen, and ſupport it. TR 
4 1 what 
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what his Majeſty may reaſonably expect; for 'tis no 
more than what 515 e . 
ſerves from us. May we then, like wiſe and good Men, 
who know their Duty, are ſenfible of their Happineſs, 
and are true to their Engagements and Intereſt, make 
ſuch Returns, as we daily receive valuable Conſiderations 
for. We ſhall be inexcuſable, if we do not pray, and 


act for the Peace and Proſperity of that Government, 


upon which, under God, our own undoubtedly depend. 
Let us then in all Things approve our ſelves as the Mini- 


ters of God, giving no Offence, that the Miniſtry be not 
"blamed. By this uniform and catholic Behaviour we ſhall 
lay a good Foundation of Hope, that the Promiſe which 


Chriſt made to his Church in general, ſhall be remarka- 

bly fulfilled to ours in particular; the Gates of Hell ſhall. 

not prevail againſt her. „ ISO 73077 
And ttt all the People ſay, Ann. 
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